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Case Title: [2 INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM 


MATTERS 
1170 
12/08/2003 
Full Investigation 
10/15/2001 
1170 | Type: EC 


THE FOLLOWING COMMUNICATION DETAILS THE INTERVIEW OF 


12/08/2003 
U 


Precedence: ROUTINE Date: 12/08/2003 
To: Counterterrorism 


From: Counterterrorism 
TRRS/WMDCED 
Contact: vc 


Title: WMD INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM; 
INTERVIEW 





Administrative: Reference FD-302 dated 07/02/2002, 279A-WF- 


222936, interview of 
African newspaper about 


ing article in South 


Details: On 06/29/2002 and 07/01/2002, Hazardous Materials 


Response Unit (HMRU) Science_Coordinator and WMD 


Operations Unit (WMDOU) ene coordinated FES 
at_ the U.S. Embassy, Pretoria, South Africa. LEGA 
participated in part of the interview. 


had contacted LEGAT in May 2002 expressing his interest in 
speaking with the ; had just been acquitted of over 
sixty charges in a lengthy trial in South Africa, and was looking 
to get on with his life. was concerned that the U.S. 
government may have problems with certain of his past activities 
and he wanted to address any concerns. enjoyed his 

travels to the U.S. in the past and wanted to make sure he did 
everything he could that iid j } Ls j 
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personable throughout the severa ours of discussions 
conducted over the two days and was very appreciative of the 
way he was treated during the aiscussions.[ _] seened to 
grow tired after talking for a few hours. 


[HMRU Note: [emp Statenent regarding never 

weaponizing ethal agents" appears to be in conflict with his 
subsequent statement OY pesca ee te large quantities of 
the World War I-era chemical warfare agent DM (chemical name: 
phenarsazine chloride; also known as "Adamsite")}. DM induces 
prolonged, uncontrollable vomiting and sneezing. While 
vomiting is seldom fatal, the effects can be debilitating. 
Fo Jeoment, however, most tikely meant[ pid not 
produce nerve agents {such as sarin, soman and VX or related 


organophosphorus compounds) and blister agents (such as sulfur 
mustard and nitrogen mustard}}. 
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note; Per = —— ent to the a = mix Cid 


The BW program started collecting samples from 


animals, soil nts from South Africa, Congo, Zaire, 
and Cameroon. personnel would culture and then type 
the samples collected from natural sources. hen 
started buying and selling laboratory cultures and samples. 
They bought and exchan res with Iraq, Iran, Israel, 
France and Switzerland, obtained two samples from 


Southwest Research Institute in the U.S. For the BW program 
they obtained some of their anthrax, lysteria, and most of 
their cultures through monetary purchases from other 
countries, exchange of CW information for cultures or exchange 
of 155mm projectile weaponization information, 


Initial BW-related research conducted forL_] 
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used E. coli, an enteric bacterium and, therefore, readily 
available from natural sources. This research involved 
modifying the organism to both cause disease and be antibiotic 
resistant. A particular element of the research involved 
inserting a plasmid associated with Botulinum toxin into BE. 
coli. The success of the E. coli research enabled the BW 
program to move on to anthrax. 


As had been the case for E. coli, the BW-related 

rch first worked to make anthrax antibiotic resistant. 

stated that this objective was very easy to achieve, 

occurring within 4 to 5 cycles under proper laboratory 
conditions i that in developing antibiotic 
resistance in Bacillus anthracis, they deliberately and 
routinely ensured resistance was retained for at least one 
antibiotic, making treatment of their own personnel possible. 


After successfully achieving antibiotic resistance, 

they then moved to aerosilization studies. They adsorbed the 
anthrax spores onto South African kaolin-type clay which had 
greater than normal adsorption cpabilities, could be 
micronized, was very stable and was not hydroscopic. This 

clay was well-known in South Africa, having been discovered in 
an effort to account for the apparent low level of 
effectiveness of certain agricultural pesticides. South 
African farmers had noted that the quantity of these 
pesticides required on many South African farms was double or 
triple the quantity reported by the manufacturers as needed 
for an effective dose. Investigation found that a naturally- 
occurring kaolin-type clay on these farms absorbed the 
pesticides, acting like a natural "“decontaminant". Further 
investigation found that the clay would be made readily into 
micron-sized particles of nearly uniform size. This 
"micronized" powder was found by the BW and CW programs to be 
an effective decontaminant. Further investigation 

proved that it could be 

used as a sorbent medium for disseminatin 






Further research with Bacillus anthracis exploited a 


nowledge inspire e notion of modifying 
Bacilius anthracis 
1S modified organism 
: for many clinics in 





They succeeded in modifying the organism so that the 
They also 
succeeded in making the modified organism anti-biotic 


resistant. However, this modified organism was less virulent 


and reverted to the normal 








Because the reversion 

e@ sprea orm in the wild or in 
nature, it was considered a useful characteristic. The BW 
program was able to produce gram quantities of modified 
cultures and quantities of non-modified spores. 


Cpe lieve the ideal weapon for anthrax 
istribution wa Tests were 
conducted Napalm was used to clean 


the area of anthrax after testing. In addition they conducted 
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fforts 


stated that they did have the Ames strain of 
Bacillus anthracis and that it was readijy available around the 


id, 
[peeves that a U.S. — e_ student 
ha rovided the Ames strain 
Leia not know any other details regaraing 1s student. 


On 07/01/2002, an article appeared in The Star 
newspaper, Johannesburg, South Africa, titled "Man in US 


anthrax probe has lin " The article was about and 
included a photograph was 
cara : — of the article and asked about his nowledge of 


The AWB (Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging) is the 

Afrikaner Resistance Mgvement and resisted the change to black 

ru j uth Africa. did not ognize the photograph 
id not believe that 








LEAD (s); 

Set Lead 1: 
COUNTERTERRORISM 
AT WASHINGTON, DC 


Read and clear. 


Routing 
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